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News Brief 
 

 President Md. Abdul Hamid has urged the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to provide 

necessary support to Bangladesh's Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant Project. "Bangladesh is implementing the 

Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant Project to ensure its increased power production. IAEA's assistance is a must to 

implement this project successfully and ensure the peaceful use of nuclear energy," he said. The President was 

addressing a special convocation of Dhaka University to confer the Doctor of Law Degree to IAEA Director 

General Yukiya Amano. 

 The visiting IAEA director general has expressed deep satisfaction over the safety measures and other 

facilities at Rooppur nuclear power plant and assured Bangladesh of all-out support for its construction. The 

assurance came when visiting Director General of International Atomic Energy Agency Yukiya Amano called on 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her office yesterday. In the meeting, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina sought 

IAEA's continued support and apprised him about three-layer security measures taken at power plant. She said 

the training of technicians of the projects has already started. The PM expressed her intention to construct second 

nuclear power plant in Bangladesh saying that the demand for electricity is growing gradually as the living 

standard of rural people has improved significantly. 

 Visiting Director General (DG) of International Atomic Energy Agency Yukiya Amano called on Foreign 

Minister AH Mahmood Ali at his office in Dhaka yesterday. During the call on, the IAEA Chief said his agency 

will regularly send its inspection teams to look into implementation and operation of the Rooppur Nuclear Power 

Plant. The Foreign Minister apprised him of Bangladesh's steady economic development and growing demand for 

energy and power.  

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina reiterated her call to Myanmar authorities to take back its nationals from 

Bangladesh and hoped that the two countries would be able to resolve the problem through bilateral discussions. 

She said this when the national security adviser of Myanmar U Thaung Tun called on the PM at her office in 

Dhaka yesterday. The PM said about 30,000 registered Myanmar Rohingyas are living in Bangladesh. But the 

actual number is more than 400,000. 

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has said her government is striving for improvement of the living standard of 

the working class people and has set a better wage system so that none can change it in future. She said this while 

receiving the report of the National Wages and Productivity Commission-2015. The Prime Minister said one of 

the foremost goals of her government is to award a balanced wage structure for the working people to allow them 

living in a better economic condition. In view of this the government has decided to enhance their annual wage 

on the basis of inflation, she added. The PM said Father of the Nation was always on the side of the exploited 

masses and he fought for their right. We are also following the footprint of Bangabandhu.  

 Red Cross Society of China donated US$ 100,000 to Bangladesh Red Crescent Society (BDRCS) to help the 

flood-affected people of Sunamganj, Netrokona and Kishoreganj districts. Chen Wei, charge d’affaires at the 

Chinese Embassy in Dhaka, handed over the cheque for the donation to BDRCS Secretary General BMM 

Mozaharul Huq at the chancery in Dhaka yesterday. Besides, the Chinese Embassy also expressed their 

willingness to provide assistance to flood-affected people as per demands.  

 The Eighth Round of India-Bangladesh Friendship Dialogue ended yesterday in India's Guwahati. The 

dialogue prepared a vision document and research report on “North-East India and Bangladesh: Borders as 

Prosperity Zones”. The dialogue also assessed the possibilities and modalities for designing sustainable and 

forward-looking mechanisms in joint finance and promotion of both innovative and high-end value-added 

products and services. Bangladesh State Minister for Foreign Affairs Md Shahriar Alam, in his address, 

emphasised greater collaboration between North East India and Bangladesh. 

 The Federal Reserve Bank of New York, Bangladesh Bank (BB) and SWIFT have reiterated their 

commitment to work together for recovering the remaining stolen money of $65.75 million from the Philippines. 

They have also decided to continue discussions about the cyber fraud event that occurred in early February last 

year. The decisions were taken at the third tripartite meeting in New York recently. 

 DSEX, the prime index of the bourse, increased 0.59 percent or 34.12 points before closing the day at 5,760. 
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